THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

at the mercy of the Nationalist aircraft, for this caused a
great number of deaths without the men having a chance
to defend themselves, and did not help the war. He ended
by saying that in his opinion the war was irredemiably
lost and that peace should be negotiated as soon as
possible.

Then the Chief of the Air Force, Colonel Camacho,
spoke, saying that he only had three squadrons of Natacha
aeroplanes, two of Katiuskas, and about twenty-five
chaser planes. He said that he could not use this aircraft,
since owing to the quantity and quality of the Nationalist
planes to do so would be sending our heroic airmen to
certain death, without helping the course of war in the
slightest. He proposed Peace negotiations.

When the Head of the Air Force had finished his short
speech, General Bernal, the Military Commandant of
Cartagena, gave his opinion that peace negotiations were
necessary and very urgent, not only for the powerful
reasons already given, but because at any moment the
most terrible things might happen among the civil
population. (What happened later in Cartagena, con-
firmed this opinion of General BernaPs.)

The Prime Minister, either deliberately or not, had not
invited the Commander-in-Chief of the Army, General
Miaja, to speak, and when the Prime Minister was about
to reply to these speeches, General Miaja expressed his
displeasure at not being asked for his opinion, as Supreme
Head of our Forces on Land, Sea and Air. The President
ironically, or sincerely, told the General that as he was in
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